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Brussels, 12th May 2016
Re: Invitation to attend an ERS-ENSP event on plain-packaging at the European Parliament
On behalf of European Respiratory Society (ERS), having the privilege to act as head of Advocacy Council, since last September 2015 elected in this position for a three year mandate, I am delighted to invite members of the Medical School of Athens University to an event that is organised at the European Parliament.

On 31st May 2016, the World No Tobacco Day, the European Respiratory Society (ERS) together with the European Network on Smoking Prevention (ENSP) will host a joint event on tobacco control policy entitled “Plain-packaging to protect our youth: progress made, challenges ahead.” 
The event will take place at the European Parliament in Brussels from 09:00 to 14:00 and will be hosted by French MEP Gilles Pargneaux and Irish MEP Brian Hayes. The main objectives are to highlight the benefits of plain-packaging through research and scientific evidence, and to reward countries which have or intend to implement the measure and encourage the remaining countries to follow suit. Speakers include Dr Vytenis Andriukaitis, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, Dr James Reilly, Former Irish Health Minister Ms Nicola Gordon-Smith, Deputy Head of the Australian Mission to Belgium, Dr Jean-Louis Touraine, Member of the French National Assembly and Dr Roberto Bertollini, Chief Scientist and WHO Representative to the EU. Invitations for participation have been sent to the Greek Health Ministry.
European Respiratory Society (ERS) is an international medical organisation with more than 32.000 members that brings together respiratory physicians and other healthcare care professionals working in the field of respiratory medicine. Its mission is to promote lung health globally through science, education and advocacy. This event at European Parliament is very important for advocacy on tobacco control policies at the EU level   and I am very happy that I can contribute from my position in ERS but representing also our Medical School and University of Greece. 
The ERS/ENSP event is open to policymakers, healthcare professionals and other organisations working against tobacco and cigarette use in Europe. 

To find out more about the event and to register for free, please visit: http://www.ersnet.org/eu-affairs/item/5247-event-plain-packaging-to-protect-our-youth-progress-made-challenges-ahead-31st-may-2016-european-parliament-brussels-.html
On behalf of ERS                                               
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Prof. Christina Gratziou , 

Prof of Pulmonary Medicine, Medical School University of Athens   

Head  of Advocacy Council  of European Respiratory Society      
ERS Secretary for EU-Affairs. 
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